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Senator Chiz Escudero, chair of the
Senate Committee on Finance, an-
nounced a 24-percent increase to P24
billion has been allotted for the Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(ARMM) in 2015. The spending pack-
age is envisioned to respond to the needs
of the community and push the much-
needed development in the region.
     The Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH-ARMM) received
P10.642 billion out of its total appro-
priation for next year to put much em-
phasis on construction of infrastructure.
The amount is  broken down as follows:
roads and bridges, P8.106 billion; wa-
ter systems, P765.816 million; ports,
lighthouses and harbors, P670 million;
and flood control, P561.630 million.
This budget comes as the ARMM pre-
pares for its transition to Bangsamoro
regional government.
     Money earmarked for various
ARMM programs, on the other hand,
amounted to P12.394 billion. This will
be used for administrative operation,
provision of staff support, and budget
for regional departments, Legislative
Assembly and the Offices of the Gov-
ernor and Vice Governor.
     Three ongoing ARMM projects got
P11.906 billion or 48.9 percent of the

region’s total budget allocation. Appro-
priation for Health, Education, Liveli-
hood, Peace and Synergy (HELPS) al-
most doubled to P1.02 billion to finance
construction of barangay halls, commu-
nity learning centers and multipurpose
buildings, public markets and terminals.
And an estimated P76.5 million was set
aside for the implementation, monitor-
ing and supervision of the projects. 
     Another project, the ARMM
BRIDGE (Bangsamoro Regional Inclu-
sive Development for Sustainable
Growth with Equity), was allotted P120
million to serve as the transition pro-
gram for the Autonomous Regional
Government (ARG) to prepare commu-
nities for the Bangsamoro government. 
     Out of the 57.4 million Capital Out-
lay for BRIDGE, P50.4 million will be
distributed to Tuburan, Basilan;
Tagoloan, Lanao del Sur; Pandag,
Maguindanao; Panglima, Sulu; and
Sibutu, Tawi-tawi, each getting P10.080
million for their Community Based In-
frastructure.
     However, the 2015 budget for
Payapa at Masaganang Pamayanan Pro-
gram (PAMANA) was substantially cut
to P655.502 million from P2.660 billion
in 2014.

P24-Billion To Boost ARMM -Chiz

Presidential Communica-
tions Operations Office
Secretary Herminio
Coloma, Jr. assured Fili-
pinos that the government
will continue to focus on
measures that address
poverty in the agricultural
sector.
     The biggest concentra-
tion of farmers could be
found in provinces with
high poverty incidence,
according to studies con-
ducted by the
government’s economic
cluster and social protec-
tion and poverty reduc-
tion cluster.

Economic Planning Sec-
retary Arsenio Balisacan
reported a 2.7 percent
contraction in the agricul-
ture, fishery and forestry
sectors for the third quar-
ter of the year. This was
said to have contributed
to the slower 5.3 percent
growth in gross domestic
product (GDP). But the
Aquino government, he
said, has already laid out
comprehensive programs
for the agricultural sector
with corresponding allo-
cation from the
government’s annual bud-
get.

To address structural is-
sues in the sector, the
President has appointed
Secretary Francis
Pangilinan to head the
Office of the Presidential
Assistant for Food Secu-
rity and Agricultural
Modernization. These
concerns include the ag-
ing population of Fili-
pino farmers that affects
productivity, high pov-
erty incidence, as well as
devastation brought
about by storms and
other calamities that hit
agricultural areas

Government Bent On Fighting Poverty In Major Agricultural Areas

When a food blogger
sees better, he can
give better reviews.
So claims “The
Pickiest Eater In The
World” in  A LIFE
WELL-LIT with with
Transitions®
Signature™ lenses.
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The Need To Change Our Politics

The Office of the President and the AFP (Armed Forces of the
Philippines) simply watch in condonance as the nation’s
sovereignty is overrun by China, the United States, and Muslim
separatists in Mindanao. More than these two government
authorities, it is Bayan Muna Pary-List, an organization tagged
by the military as leftist, which has displayed true patriotism,
compiling occurrences  of territorial breaches and practices that
are an affront to our sovereign principles. In fact, the party-list

has been far more diligent in protesting against foreign domination and reporting such cases where
the government would rather be silent.
    Incidentally, Bayan Muna’s motto is “New Politics, the Politics of Change”. The party-list
advocates the end of traditional elitist politics and the establishment of a new government that
progressively supports the working class with meaningful representation of all democratic sectors
in the Philippines. And it’s good to know that there are people pushing for this, because the
government, as it is, has given the working class nothing but crap.
    Workers are generally disgruntled. The DOLE (Department of Labor and Employment), they
say, cannot be more useless in representing, assisting and protecting the individual and collective
rights of Filipino laborers. The Anakpawis party-list and other labor groups like the KMU (Kilusang
Mayo Uno) are doing a much better job—actively going against the unconstitutional practice of
union-busting; keeping abusive companies in check; and expediting legal cases for workers. These
labor groups are, as a matter of fact, criticizing the DOLE for abetting the trend of worker oppression,
citing its under-the-table collaboration with abusive foreign employers by allowing all sorts of
Labor Code violations to happen without penalties. Even in enforcing workplace safety and industrial
indemnity, the efforts of labor party-list groups in championing the rights of the Filipino worker
make the combined authorities of the DOLE, the Commission of Human Rights, the Senate
Committee on Labor, Employment and Human Resources, and the Office of the President seem so
revoltingly inutile.
     Teachers are as disgusted with the government. ACT Teachers Party-List Representative Antonio
L. Tinio claims that 80,000 teachers are working under unjust terms and suffer “exploitative and
discriminatory compensation, benefits, and working conditions”. Meanwhile, the government can
only give them banners of acknowledgement and medals of recognition. On matters more important,
like their rights and dignity, and their quality of living, the government has been deaf and blind to
teachers’ pleas for help. ACT Teachers Party-List has identified one main source of teachers’ sorrows
and has been raising this issue to an apparently unresponsive government. The problem is an
oppressive system called “the job order contract”, an agreement which does not guarantee any
working rights. In practice, it is a contract where a teacher is hired by a government-funded
educational institution to do teaching-related jobs, while the hirers, whether the involved school or
an affiliated government agency, do not provide any “employer-employee relationship, so the
teachers are left staring at a wall, when they receive checks bearing reduced amounts and taxed
with all sorts of fees. Many of them are left with very meager or no take-home income at all, that
they even have to borrow money for transportation just to get to school.
     So many in the working class have found it impossible to survive in the Philippines that we
actually have a culture of OFWs (Overseas Filipino Workers). In fact, the money remittances of
migrant workers to their families back home amount to trillions of pesos annually. But despite their
sacrifice and contributions to the economy, the government hardly gives them any protection or
assistance, especially in times when they need it most. On the other hand, it is the party-list Migrante
that is at the forefront of defending the rights and welfare of OFWs, assisting in legal matters, and
launching educational campaigns to raise awareness on the struggles of migrant workers.
     Poor Filipinos who are forced to migrate to other countries in order to survive are not only
neglected, they are also victimized by all sorts of criminal syndicates, especially women. But the
government’s inability to manage poverty, unemployment, and landlessness has even made women,
even children, many times more vulnerable in our homeland.
     According to Gabriela Women’s Party-List, cases of human trafficking and white slavery have
been increasing exponentially due to difficult times, but also because of government inaction. In
2011, the Department of Justice reported 1,171 cases of violations of the law, with 44 convictions.
However, the figure pales in contrast to the 11 acquitted cases, 130 archived cases, 183 dismissed
ases and 130 cases dismissed during preliminary investigation. By far, Gabriela that’s been more
busy rescuing women trapped in sex dens, pushing for better laws to protect women and children,
helping to indict sex traffickers, and urging the concerned government agencies to take decisive
action.
     What is wrong with our government? And, on the other hand, what is so right with party list
organizations?

Useless Trapos
     Thought to be the one who would bring this country out of the quagmire of corruption and elitist
politics, Noynoy Aquino is a big disappointment to the Filipino people. After five years, it turns
out his administration is not exactly corruption-free after all, springing up the Pork Barrel Scam,
the DAP (Disbursement Acceleration Program) controversy, and probes on questionable
procurements made by several of his appointees. His leadership is also marred by blunders like the
Manila Bus Hostage Crisis and slow action as in the case of the Yolanda Relief and Recovery
efforts. As a matter of fact, P-Noy’s performance has been so dismal, many call him now a lame
duck president.
     But going beyond politicking, as it is important that we do so, we have to realize that the across-
the-board dysfunction in government today has really little to do with President Noynoy Aquino.
In fairness, past administrations were no better. And judging from the current lot of prospects, no
matter who succeeds Aquino as President, future ones could be worse.
     The problem that confronts us is something we cannot solve by simply changing the leadership
through elections. A Charter Change to a parliamentary form of government is also not the answer,
especially if the same old traditional politicians will rule the parliament. Neither will the most
spectacular coalition of economic managers, nor the most meticulous reshuffle of department heads
in the bureaucracy, will keep our government from being such a horrible failure. For what we face
is the unfolding of a new world, one that definitively invalidates the very concept of representation
by which we base our entire democratic government. To get through this crisis, we will have to
change our government, not to any known form as parliamentary, socialism, communism, or
despotism, but to a totally new system, one that is more fitting to these times.
     We might have to re-invent our nation, re-write the Constitution from page one, and re-design
the various government bodies from the ground up. A revolution might be necessary, as such
sweeping changes cannot be achieved by elections which is simply ‘a changing of the guards’. In
the process, we might experience mayhem and violence. But one thing is certain. If we do not do
this, not only will Philippine progress remain as the same old myth that is widely disputed and
eventually disproven, but way, way worse. This nation will deteriorate more and more until the
traditional politicians themselves surrender it as a failed state.
     Why? Representation politics is already obsolete. We are no longer in the Industrial Age by
which that kind of government system was designed. When before, people used to have fairly basic
and uniform needs, it’s not anymore the case today. If fifty years ago, it was still possible to attain
a genuine representation of a constituency, it is now impossible to attain this.
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     We are now in the Information Age. And from what we’ve seen so far, the
people of this age are increasingly pushed to live fast-changing, evermore transient,
and highly individualized lives. Brought about by mind-blowing technological
advances and the globalization of economies and cultures, emerging unconventional
philosophies and radical lifestyles are drawing up a reflection of a society that is
astonishingly divergent, restive and narcissistic. It is a world where people would
rather express themselves--what they want, what they think and what they feel--
than vote for someone to represent them and speak for them at the Capitol.
Technology allows each individual to represent himself or herself instantly, in a
push of a button, or a click of a mouse.
     If representation politics worked in the past, it’s because it was feasible then.
We, however, live now in an era that is so different from the time our government
was first designed. Spectacularly fast, infinitely diversified and unbelievably
fleeting, the new Philippine society manifesting in the young generation will need
a better way to determine consensus and majority.
     As it is, politicians are already finding it excruciatingly difficult to agree and
come up with a decision, especially on the most critical, most complex issues. All
the more it’s become impossible for them to rationalize their roles as representatives
of a constituency that has about a million different concerns all at once. It’s also
increasingly getting tough for them to claim a real mandate, with the current
electorate being so transient that perhaps a third of the denizens of one district
today are probably going to belong to another district in a couple of years.
     But in the first place, true democracy never existed in this country because of
an underlying and yet persistent oligarchy that’s created a deep divide between
the leaders and the masses.Our democracy is fake, a camouflage for the patronage
politics that is deliberately promulgated by the ruling class.

The Privatization of Government
     Overlooking the falsehood in the political representation asserted by our leaders
is deeply serious. For it demonstrates how hypocritical our democracy really is,
and how the government might not stand for the majority after all, even as our
political systems are founded on the majority rule, but instead serves the elite
minority.
     If the Congressman of Occidental Mindoro, for whatever reason, would rather
grant the requests of foreigners to allow strip bars along a posh resort row, instead
of listening to concerned citizens who are strongly against prostitution; if the
Mayor of Baguio would instead lend his support to a retail tycoon who wants to
cut down pine trees to accommodate a new mall, rather than listen to the calls of
people who care more for the environment;  and if the Laguna Governor would
more willingly side with the multinational companies located in the province’s
industrial parks than heed the clamor of exploited workers among his
constituency—then who does the government follow? The majority, or the ones
with money?
     The government’s penchant for privatization clearly shows an anti-poor, anti-
public agenda. Yet, an overwhelming majority of Filipinos are poor. As basic
utilities, healthcare, mass education, infrastructure and civil services are privatized,
how will most Filipinos live?
     Even public funds are hastily channeled by lawmakers in huge lump sums to
private, non-government organizations, as evidenced in the Pork Barrel Scandal.
Instead of using these funds to build more public infrastructure for all Filipinos to
enjoy freely, or to create more meaningul programs to assist civil society, or to
expand logistics and further enforce the guarantees provided us by the
Constitution...our leaders can only give us shameless neglect for the taxes we are
forced to pay. Now how does that make the Philippine government the
representative of the Filipino people, when it has made a tradition of being
indifferent, useless, and nothing but a horrendous impediment to national progress?

Party-Lists Rising
     As the nation staggers along multiple crises arising from a defunct governance,
a new form of organization is emerging to be a better, more effective, and more
genuine representative of the long-forsaken Filipino populace. Making a “far better
difference” in the cause of human rights, environmental protection, cultural
preservation and national advancement, the party-list, as a progressive organization
with legislative powers, has been on an all-out effort to forward good governance
and curative social actions. The genuine ones, at least.
     Together with the business community and the church, progressive party-list
groups have been leading the valid chastisement of corrupt government officials
and shedding light on the confusion crafted by a deceptive leadership. When all
the other politicians and bureaucrats have been disgracefully ineffective in keeping
human rights violations by the military in check, party-list groups have risen above
the call and shown true dedication in the pursuit to put an end to such treasonous
acts by state forces. They’ve been going the extra mile in exposing the atrocious
extra-judicial killings, which even the Office of the President would rather deny
and downplay. Their vigilance in documenting the numerous cases of summary
executions, and in pushing for the indictment of the assassins hidden in the military
and police ranks, in all honesty makes the Department of Justice look so pathetic.
    As a matter of fact, the party-list system was created precisely to help make our
democracy better, allowing a “citizens’ voice” in Congress and in local government.
Party-lists are really meant to increase citizen representation, particularly of the
“marginalized and under-represented” sectors, like the poor, which, in actuality, is
the most dominant demographic.
     Based on Republic Act 7941, and signed into law on March 3, 1995, the party-
list system is dubbed “the new politics”, as it puts in effect platform-based politics
where the candidates are various cause-oriented groups and common-interest
organizations bearing viable, competent and comprehensive social programs. Party-
lists are program-based, in contrast with traditional politicians who are personality-
based. And they come to challenge the old ways of oligarchy and patronage politics,
the ways of the trapo who were elected in the past mainly out of popularity but
then brought nothing to the table except corruption and ineptness.
     The party-lists system allows a more accurate representation of people from all
walks of life, as their organizer and head are required to be legitimate members of
the sector they represent. It also opens up the democratic process for the masses to
participate, and takes politics beyond mere rivalries among elite dynasties. Party-
lists representatives are work “hands on” for the betterment of their sector, bearing
grassroots sentiments and genuine aspirations for progress...unlike trapos  who
become complacent once popular and elected to a position and whose loyalties to
voters are superficial.
    If trapos are hopelessly fumbling about in a rut of ineptness, it’s because it’s
way past their twilight. Meanwhile, rising in importance, to epitomize the new
politics that we need, are party-lists which, by their sheer existence and effectiveness

of function, have been making a mockery of traditional democratic rhetoric.
Because party-lists embody the diverse and ever-increasing sectors of our society,
particularly the ones neglected by government, they are able to tackle myriad
issues better. A lot better.
     On televised senate inquiries and committee hearings, and in street protests,
people have observed how party-list groups seem to be more balanced in their
views than their trapo counterparts. Often, the struggles of party-list groups are
hinged on the attainment of what should otherwise be fundamental, and yet are
perpetually denied and deliberately complicated by the government. Mostly
drawing from their own experiences and guided by the sacred concepts of
“universal good”, their arguments are raw and real, not rhetorical. Unlike trapos,
they are not tainted by malicious partisan agendas or selfish ulterior motives.
They are less hypocritical, to say the least.
     If true representation of the people exists today, it is not in the titular ranks of
trapos and their bogus hegemony, but in the spirited cries of party-lists calling for
change. For they represent not the local districts that are turned into kingdoms of
modern-day monarchs, but the actual people, the Filipinos in all our diversities--
the urban poor, the battered women, the oppressed laborers, the mistreated migrant
workers, the hard-pressed jeepney drivers, and the displaced tribesmen.

Trapos Are Against Progress
     During election campaigns, we ordinarily hear trapos make their promises for
progress, for meaningful change, and for a better Philippines. But in reality, these
promises are seldom kept. After elections, they forget their pledges to the public
and, all too often, become the oppressive, corrupt, anti-progressive keepers of the
rotten status quo.
     Most party-lists are progressive groups lobbying for change, protesting against
corruption, and pushing for a good government. But for some reason, the voice
and legislative authority of party-list groups are purposefully restricted by
traditional politicians. Their right to be heard are limited by the imposition of the
so-called party-list proportional representation system, which unfairly prorates to
a minimum their chances for congressional seats. So even if a party-list group
represents a huge demographic, like Filipino women for example, which numbers
up to millions, a congressman of a district with only a population of two hundred
thousand is, oddly, given more dignity in the legislature.
     Also, during the May 1998 elections when the Philippine electorate was first
introduced to the party-list system, party-lists saw low voter turnout, largely because
of the failure by Comelec (Commission on Elections) to inform the public about
the new system. As a result, 38 party-list seats in Congress were left vacant during
that term.
     Incidentally, Comelec also seemed to make moves to exclude progressive party-
lists from the May 13, 2013 elections. The Comelec singled out in particular the
party-list groups that were critics of the Aquino administration, and therefore was
accused of colluding with Malacanang.
     Adding insult to injury, the Supreme Court all of a sudden decided to allow
“fake party-list” candidates to run in the elections. These candidates were
disqualified at first by the Comelec for not meeting the fundamental requirement
for a party-list which is to represent a marginalized sector. But about a  month
before the polls, the Supreme Court made a shocking ruling to OK these
questionable party-lists. Among them was Ang Galing Pinoy, headed by Mikey
Arroyo, son of former president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.
     The court ruling now allows district congressmen, the elite trapos, to put up
bogus party-lists and bastardize the venue for genuine people’s participation in
government. Trapos can now easily set up family members in several bogus party-
lists and thus further extend their political dynasties.
     The trapos lording over the government today are such backward bigots that
members of party-list groups and progressive social movements are straightaway
looke upon as leftist and thereby tagged as threats to national security. Obviously,
they can never accept the truth that the representation politics that’s given them
dynastic power and wealth is coming to an end. They still insist their corrupt and
outmoded ways—even as this lunacy we call a government continues to spiral
down a wretched path laden with failure, unresolved issues, and paralyzing
situations that cancel our capacity as a people to self-govern. Trapos are so
detrimental to our growth as a nation, they should be the ones outlawed.

     Is it so difficult to understand the need to change our government? Do we
really expect our Republic form of government—structured over seventy years
ago, and copied from the Americans who have a culture so different from our
own—to be geared for the sort of problems and decision-making we face today?
It’s actually astonishing that people believe our government functions at all.
     No level-headed CEO today would attempt to run a mega-corporation using
the Code of Kalantiaw of ancient datus for by-laws. No sane writer would choose
to write a novel using an 18th century quill pen in the era of computers and
Microsoft Word. And practically no would think on using a calesa, a horse carriage,
in the expressway. Yet we are doing a similar thing politically. Heck, we are still
using the barangay system of governance!
     Ultimately, the point is simple. Government has to function as government,
and not merely as a pedestal for ambitious, power-tripping people. It must be able
to make and implement decisions, operate on the appropriate scale, balance
policies, execute at the right speed, and have both specific and encompassing
considerations to the diversity of society. If, like the Philippine government, it
fails on all of these criteria, then you might as well call our nation a farce.
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LIFE WELL LIT WITH TRANSITIONS SIGNATURE LENSES

How do you like my shades? Pretty cool, huh?
     But I have something to reveal. No, I’m not
transitioning to fashion blogging (although you
might get that idea based on a a certain post I’ve
done). The pair I’m wearing are not actually shades.
They’re my prescription glasses with Transitions®
Signature™ lenses. And I’m pretty excited to tell
you all about it!

     Imagine glasses that magically change tint
depending on the environment you are in. Yep! I’m
wearing the same pair as the first picture! Whether
you’re working indoors, or if you go outdoors in a
garden on one fine sunny day or a scorching hot
day in the desert, theTransitions® Signature™ lenses
will adapt and give you just the right tint your eyes
will need to protect your eyes from the harmful UV
rays. Thanks to the power of exclusive
Chromea7™ technology that helps make these
magical transitions. It helps the lenses become
more reactive to UV light as well as indirect light. In
addition, it’s also more responsive in hotter
climates (Perfect for the Philippines!)
     My family and I often go out during day time to
check out the newest restaurants in town, or when
we’re out of the country, we love visiting awesome
theme parks as well. And being a morning person, I
always like making plans during day time rather
than going out at night.
     This also means that you will be able to see
clearly wherever you are. The problem with shades
are sometimes the tint is too dark for certain
conditions. But with Transitions® Signature™ lenses,
this won’t be a problem.

        What makes these lenses so worth it is that
you know you’re getting the best value for your
money. The makers of Transitions® Signature™
lenses have this new breakthrough method of
testing and really understand how to improve the
product using real-life situations to test the product
compared to just lab testing. They have tested it on
over 200+ life conditions / scenarios, as well as very
specific situations (if the person is facing the sun
directly, looking up in the sky, sunshine shining
though the curtains, if the person is outdoors
wearing a hat, etc. It’s crazy specific! Making sure
they cover, and keep covering all grounds.

      Needless to say, the transition from indoors to
outdoors is seamless, to the point where I don’t
even realize that the lenses have actually dimmed.
During hotel reviews, Rina and Rain can play in the
pool while I lounge around, and if I want to read a
book, I don’t need to switch glasses.
     Transitions® Signature™ lenses don’t just look
good. They’re very practical as you can imagine. I
can’t even stress enough how many sunglasses I’ve
lost. Apparently carrying a lot of stuff with me
when I go out is too much of a task. So with these
new glasses, I only have to mind one pair when I go
out.
        It’s so practical to carry it in your bag everyday.
The thing is, Transitions® Signature™ lenses don’t
just protect or correct vision, to look at the bigger
picture, they enhance the way you see the world.
Because I am able to see clearly in any light condi-
tion, I am able to appreciate the beauty of the
outdoors when we go out for our staycations in
exciting places, or the glistening golden beauty of
something deep-fried placed on the table in front
of me. In a way it makes me feel more connected
with the world.
     For more information, please visit the website:

www.transitions.com

     When I’m indoors, it’s as clear as day. No tint! 

      As a food blogger, the lenses are a big help. While some restaurants have bright lighting, some
restaurants are more dim making food photography a bit more challenging. Thankfully, my vision is crystal
clear with these Transition lenses as it adjusts to the lighting conditions of the restaurant.

     Now, notice how dark it gets when I step
outdoors on a really sunny day.
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SHARE YOUR EXTRAS AT SM

SM invites its shoppers clean
their closets and Share Your
Extras with the less fortunate in
this store based campaign.
     A joint project of The SM Store
in partnership with the
Department of Social Welfare
and Development and SM
Foundation, Share your Extras
booths have been set up at all SM
Stores where shoppers can
donate their extra clothes or new
pair of slippers until March 31.
     All donors will be entitled to a
P50 coupon to be redeemed with
a minimum P500 single receipt
purchase of regular priced
ladies’, men’s and children’s
apparel at The SM Store until
March 31, 2016.
     Share your Extras was
recently launched at SM Marikina
highlighting the campaign’s first
beneficiaries from nearby
barangays in Marikina that are
covered by the government’s
4Ps- Pantawid Pamilyang
Pilipino Program.
     SM Store President Ms. Cielo
Monasterio, SVP-Operations Mr.
Joey Singian, SM Foundation
Inc. Executive Director Ms.
Connie Angeles together with
Social Welfare Officer IV Ms.
Karen Bullecer took part in the
heartwarming ceremony happily
handing shoes, clothes, and
undergarments from the SM
store to the delighted kids.
     Many more less fortunate
communities from DSWD
accredited beneficiaries
nationwide will receive clothes
and slippers from the SM Store
through the Share Your Extras
campaign.
     Join SM in making a
difference with the Share Your
Extras campaign.

Together in the spirit of giving, SM Store President Ms. Cielo Monasterio with SVP-Operations Mr. Joey Singian, SM Foundation Inc. Executive Director Ms. Connie
Angeles, DSWD representatives with the first beneficiaries covered by the government’s 4Ps- Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program at the Share Your Extras
launch.

SM Store President Ms. Cielo Monasterio, SVP-Operations Mr. Joey Singian,
SM Foundation Inc. Executive Director Ms. Connie Angeles and Social Welfare
Officer IV Ms. Karen Bullecer during the launch of Share your Extras campaign
at SM Marikina.

SM Foundation Inc. Executive Director
Ms. Connie Angeles also took part in
the heartwarming gift giving ceremony

Share your Extras booths are found at
SM Stores nationwide. Donors will be
entitled to a P50 coupon with a
minimum P500 single receipt purchase
of regular priced ladies’, men’s and
children’s apparel at The SM Store until
March 31, 2016.

The children’s smiles were priceless as
they received shoes and clothes from the
SM Store.

SM Store President Ms. Cielo
Monasterio led the distribution to
beneficiaries in the Share Your Extras
launch.





We fall in debt for many reasons. Whenever
we do, different people handle it in different ways.
     Some simply decide to forget they have loans
and never pay back. Some turn invisible and
never show up again. But of course, sooner or
later, you’ll have to face inevitable reality, which
is: you owe and you have to pay up.
     Here’s a list on what NOT TO DO, when
dealing with a loan:

1) DON’T MAKE ANOTHER LOAN TO PAY OFF
YOUR PREVIOUS LOAN.
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The 6 Don’ts When Dealing With Loans

     Accumulating more debt is certainly the wrong
way to go. Two wrongs don’t make a right. And
in your desperation, you might just overlook the
bigger trouble you might get into if you borrow
more money to cover a previous loan.
     Instead of employing a debt repayment tactic
that shuffles around debt, try asking the person
you owe for an extension or pay in installment.

3) DON’T BORROW FROM PEOPLE YOU
HARDLY KNOW.

2) DON’T USE YOUR CREDIT CARD’S CASH
ADVANCE.
     Some people think using their credit card’s
cash advance to pay off a loan is an easy solution
to get debt collector off their backs. Well, it’s the
same as Item No. 1. You’re still basically making
a loan to pay off an existing loan.
     It’s a quick fix. But it could also be a start of a
big, big problem.
    Unlike your regular utility bills, credit card
entails fees, charges, and penalties that add to
your payables, which will definitely be harder for
you to pay if you were hard-up in the first place.
     Credit cards charge exorbitant interests,
especially the Cash Advance facility.

    When you approach someone you hardly
know and borrow money from them, you would
certainly make a bad impression. Especially if
you confess it is for a loan you couldn’t pay, which
you probably might while explaining why you
need to borrow.
     Anyway, you’ll have better chances with a
family member or a close friend. Someone who
doesn’t know you might even think it’s rude, and
even spread word that you’re in bad financial
shape, ruining your credibility further to other
possible benefactors.
      You could be the most honest person around,
but then get a bad rap for borrowing from
strangers who could care less about spreading
ill things about you, just because of a wrong
impression you made.

4) DON’T RESORT TO GAMBLING

     Resorting to gambling, for a chance to win
big and be able to pay your debt, is one of the
most stupid things to do. The odds will literally
be stacked up against you.
     Relying on sheer luck to solve your financial
problems almost means you will fail in doing so,
because chances are, you will not win.
     Betting on the lottery is no different. Instead
of wishful thinking on hitting the jackpot and
becoming an instant millionaire, looking for more
practical ways to settle your debts is still the solid
path of the real winners.

5) DON’T KEEP ON ASKING YOUR
EMPLOYER FOR ADVANCES.
     Your job might be your last option for fast
money to pay your loan, but then again you’d
have to ask your boss for another advance. And
that is a no-no.

     Repeatedly asking your boss for advances will
irritate him or her, for one. All lhe more if you
make this a habit.
     Of course, you don’t want to be on your boss’
bad side. It is definitely better to be in debt but
then have a stable income, than be in debt with
no income. The worst thing to be when you’re in
debt is jobless, which is pretty much a probability
if your boss starts hating your guts.
     The impression that you might be in trouble
can also make your boss nervous and cause him
to think your productivity may be affected, or that
you might be more of a liability than an asset to
the company.

6) DON’T GO OFF SPLURGING

    A growing number of people deal with their
problems by enjoying themselves. This is
somewhat therapeutic for some people. But when
you have financial problems, like debts, the first
what you shouldn’t be doing in go about spending
some more.
     Not only will consumerism get the better of
you, but you will also make yourself more
vulnerable to unnecessary spending. Splurging
will not make your debt disappear. In fact, it may
even worsen it.
     What you have to do is tighten your belt and
not spend if you don’t have to. Be resourceful in
finding hidden assets within your sphere of life,
that could offset your debt.

       When you’re in debt, it will always help to
determine your paying capacity and come up with
a budget. Avoid quick fixes and any superficial
recourse that could cause drastic imbalance in
your finances. Be positive but realistic, separating
your needs from your wants. Follow a rational
payment plan.
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*  Must have architectural degree and board certified
*  This full time position offers the potential for professional growth for    advancement

Email resume:    fred_and_aida_dejesus@yahoo.com
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