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BIÑAN CITY
recently welcomed
one of the largest
private sector
investments ever.
D e v e l o p e r
S o u t h w o o d s
Ecocentrum began to
concretize plans for
what it claims would
be the next major
development in
Laguna province.
     Purposed by
design to be a
premiere business,
shopping and

entertainment hub,
Southwoods Center
will also house the
P2.5-billion facility
for business process
outsourcing (BPO)
companies, says Mr.
Robert John
Sobrepeña, company
chairman of the board
and chief executive
officer and former
head of Fil-Estate
Corp.
     Marking the
launch was the recent
opening of the 80-

meter tunnel on
Southwoods Avenue
which provides a
direct link from the
South Luzon
Expressway (SLEx)
to the Southwoods
Center. And
according to
Sobrepeña, the first
phase of construction
which includes a
shopping strip and an
activity center will
commence so as to
make these facilities
operational next year.

The next part of the
project includes a
transport terminal, a
school, medium-rise
c o n d o m i n i u m
buildings, and a
lifestyle park
complete with a man-
made lagoon, and is
expected to be
completed in four to
five years.
     The 35-hectare
Southwoods Center
will also harbor a new
I n f o r m a t i o n
Technology (IT) Park

that boasts 25
buildings. When
completed, the park is
foreseen to become a
major BPO hub
where about 70,000
new jobs can be
generated.
     According to
Sobrepena, “The IT
park will have a total
of 25 buildings that,
when completed, can
(each house) 2,500 to
3,000 employees.
That’s a total of
60,000 to 70,000 new

jobs created right
here”.
     Opening facilities
in provinces adjacent
to Metro Manila has
been an observable
trend since 2006,
according to
Raymond Lacdao,
executive director of
the Business Process
Association of the
Philippines.
     Executive director
of the Contact Center
Association of the
Philippines, Jojo

Uligan, on the other
hand, pointed out
another factor.
Security provided in
Binan, he says, will
play a key role since
most of the BPO
employees work at
night.
     Both, however,
see no competition
arising between
Binan and
neighboring city Sta.
Rosa,  which houses
a number of call
centers at present.

Another BPO Hub To Rise In Laguna
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It's just the
State Of the Nation

Like the last seven presidents before him, P-Noy is
a traditional politician or trapo. His programs,
policies and priorities bear the hallmark of trapos.
The tincture of his governance, glutted with
corruption, deception and counter-patriotic agendas

that engender subservience to the U.S. Government and big business, is no different
from that of past puppet presidents who ruled this country in order to subjugate
the will of the Filipino masses. The Philippine military is used terrorize the
countryside and force tribal populations to evacuate their ancestral lands in order
to pave way for large scale mining operations. Forced disappearances—of the
indigenous people resisting mining and logging operations, critics of the
government’s un-nationalistic policies, the leaders and organizers of protests, and
the farmers and peasants who witness human rights violations and unconstitutional
actions by the military—go on with impunity, with twenty-seven cases already
under the Aquino administration. U.S. intervention becomes ever more relentless
yet insuperable in the thick of intensifying social unrest. Corruption remains, not
only rampant, but institutionalized. Meanwhile, such fundamental issues that
confuse our very sovereignty as a nation, and obscure the authenticity of our
democratic government, are vastly ignored and deliberately made to drift
unresolved.

A Penchant For B.S.
     This reality is wholly exemplified by P-Noy’s most recent SONA (State Of
The Nation Address) which monotonously echoed his previous ones. There’s the
incessant blaming of the previous administration and the opposition for current
atrocious circumstances. There’s that cleverly injected though way overused
glorification of his parents, Ninoy and Cory Aquino, which, upon comparing,
really does make him look more like a useless potato. There’s the sickening
announcements of tweaked statistics and cherry-picked data that supposedly
reflects his administration’s success, though actually make him seem delusional.
And lastly, there’s that blaming tone again, this time for all the other shortcomings
he didn’t mention at the start, pointing a finger at anyone else but him.
     In the course of the two-hour rhetoric, P-Noy bragged that because of his
programs, businessmen now find it more attractive to invest in the country...but
then didn’t mention how the alarming extent of corruption in government, as
insinuated by back-to-back controversies on the PDAF and the DAP, has turned
off a lot of would-be investors and driven away many foreign businessmen who
were already located here. He took pride in his economic programs and said that
the number of OFW has decreased, but then said nothing about the ugly fact that
our economy remains largely dependent on OFW remittances, with OFWs sending
an estimated P1.2 trillion in remittances in 2014 alone. Also quite comical was
the way the president claimed his so-called programs for “inclusive growth” have
already benefited some 4.4 million households, when the country’s overall poverty
situation remains widely un-addressed. Widespread poverty and hunger, as a matter
of fact, have characterized the last five years of the Aquino administration. He
made no mention of recent polls that reveal some 51% of Filipino families consider
themselves poor, 37% consider themselves starving, and some 66 million Filipinos
couldn’t make ends meet. Moreover, ignoring mounting concerns raised by various
citizens’ groups, P-Noy omitted the fact that there are allegations of corruption
and irregularities surrounding the said programs, ranging from fund misuse to ill
practices such as “multiple entries” and “ghost beneficiaries”, with these matters
meandering meanwhile in limbo as almost no serious effort has yet been initiated
to resolve them.

Hopelessly Out Of Touch
     P-Noy’s SONA showed as well how enormously disconnected he really is
from the Filipino masses whom he claims are his boss. He must be, if he boasted
that the 6.8 percent unemployment rate last year has been the lowest in a decade,
and that his administration created many permanent jobs, when the labor sector is
currently wrangling against rampant practices of “union-busting”,
“contractualization”, and the gross violation of workers’ rights, legally
implemented via a conspiracy between the government and capitalists. This
oppressive conspiracy, however, extends far beyond the realm of labor. P-Noy’s
largest infrastructure project in the government-capitalist tie-up program which
he calls PPP (Public-Private Partnership), the Laguna Lakeshore Development
Project, will displace more than three million fisherfolk and residents. In 14 of
such PPP projects, some 1.2 million informal settlers would see eviction from
their communities and livelihood sources.
     To the dismay of a generally confused and bewildered public, P-Noy, quite
noticeably, avoided making any comments on more pressing issues, and actually
skipped a whole lot of topics that matter to most Filipinos today. He was silent
about the recent Mamasapano fiasco which, even as it it muddled with the
conflicting facts that allude to a broad cover-up carried out in its wake, ultimately
places him at fault by the principle of command responsibility. The supposed
architect of “Daang Matuwid” (the “straight path”) seemed rather hushed also

Retail goliath SM Supermalls is taking an active part in the re-
greening efforts of the Province of Rizal under the Ynares Eco
System (YES) program. This is in line with SM’s commitment to
developmental sustainability that is congruent with the
environment.
     Through its Corporate Social Responsibility arm SM Cares,
and under the leadership and guidance of Rizal Governor Nini
Ynares, SM gave bamboo trees that were planted in the five
tributaries of Hinulugang Taktak, one of the Antipolo City’s main
tourist attractions.

SM Helps In The Effort
 To "Green"Hinulugang Taktak

     Hinulugang Taktak, a National Park and a Protected
Landscape, is undergoing some considerable rehabilitation after
years of being under threat as a result of pollution caused by the
piggeries and factories built around the area. Human
encroachment is also a major contributor to the park’s degradation.
     The bamb    oo planting event, which was also done in
cooperation with Strategic Partners and Alliances, Inc. (SPAI) will
cover three hectares or 30,000 square meters of land along the
waterfall.
     Liza Silerio, Vice President of SM Supermalls and Project
Director of the SAM Cares’ Program on Environment, said the
bamboos were at least one-year-old and measuring three to five
feet long, and so ensuring maximum survival rate.
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about compelling environmental issues, particularly the sweeping ruination effected
by large-scale mining to our natural resources, sanctuaries and habitats.

Being the exemplar of this nation’s leadership, P-Noy was expected by masses of
Filipinos to respond to the growing clamor to protect the lands, livelihood and
environment of common citizens, as they stand vulnerable, even hapless, against
the dominance of big business and foreign entities that mean to exploit them.
Frantic laborers who believed he will champion their cause waited in vain for, at
least, a promise of just compensation and benefits. But he announced nothing to
give hope to the legions of landless farmers who face starvation, nor the youth
who dream dream of a better future, nor the commuters made to pay more money
to degrading public transport services, nor the frenzied consumers held captive
by the greedy tycoons profiting from the government’s cruel agenda: the
privatization of public utilities.
     As mute as P-Noy is about national issues that need to be reviewed, discussed,
and placed under the light of the wisdom, so is he deaf to the cries of the heroic
OFWs who claim they are completely neglected by the government, the appeals
of tax payers who are fed up with the corruption and the rotten politics, and the
prayers of ordinary citizens trapped in a never-ending struggle with anarchic street
traffic, incessant power and water hikes, and the high cost of education. That’s
just how trapos are.

Protectors of the Rotten Status Quo
     If the trapos today are already extremely out of touch with the masses, all the
more will they grope so desperately in the coming years to have even just a
semblance of a connection with what we regard as the Filipino majority. With
such myopic minds, obsessing inwards towards their selves, their whims and wants,
as manipulated by advertising and driven by the mania of consumerism—trapos
will only be as useful as relics. They shall be but ornaments to commemorate the
past, and good for only that.
     Long outmoded, traditional politicians—with their corruption schemes and
power-tripping egos—are incapable of conceiving the bursting diversity among
the citizens of a super-populous Philippines, where classification, segregation,
and categorization will be close to impossible. If they cannot conceive of this,
what more engage in the daunting tasks of identifying and comprehending the
numerous implications, conflicts, resolutions and would-be functions of
government in relation to an “exponentially accelerative” democracy—which are
all prerequisites to governing the new world unfolding before us? At present,
trapos are already quite overwhelmed, clueless and so ineffectual that with them
in-charge, the government has quickly turned into a heap of nerve-rack dysfunction
that’s failing in all fronts and disintegrating its very essence. On the hand, the
government will most likely run by itself, maybe even better, without them.
     It isn’t simply because our democracy is faulty, as the proponents of Charter
Change would immediately conclude. For on the other hand, neither will the
government’s rebellious but also traditional counterparts fare much better, should
the whole of Mindanao, let’s say, fall all of sudden under Muslim Autonomy.
Communism is not the answer as well, having been founded on obsolete ideas
and world concepts. If ever this country is suddenly overran by communist elements
from out of the blue, all Marxist-style attempts to genuinely represent the proletariat
will likely fail, falling short even more in what would truly be confusing endeavors
to satisfy the people’s demands.
     Generally, all of the old government systems that do not adapt to the times and
evolve to a faster, more efficient, and more global form are bound to crash in the
near future. And about the new frameworks of governance that shall arise to be
the norm, traditional politicians know nothing. They will, most likely, even make
a conscious effort to reject the new structures of law and order as well as the the
new organizations that will emerge to incorporate the systems of meant for the
governance of 21st century Philippines. Besides their love for the wretched status
quo from which they are able to hold positions of power and opportunities for
self-enrichment, trapos will, almost instinctively, resist new government formats
mainly because they will find them absurd and unfounded. Such reactions are
rather understandable, for when it comes to changes in government, trapos still
pursue the principles they’ve clung to all their lives, together with the premises
espoused by these principles. Trapos, however, will not find many of the old
assumptions and premises they thought were fundamental in politics and
government. Particularly missing, or suddenly suffering a great loss in their
significance, are the principles of consensus as a basis and the overused ‘majority
rule’.

A Whole New Political Landscape

     So vital to our democratic institutions were the principles of consensus and
majority rule that these became the basis of how we choose our leaders, how we
execute justice, how we enact our laws, and basically how we determine the fate
of our nation. Now, all of a sudden, these fundamentals have lost their importance,
and continuing to use these assumptions as basis for government has become
increasingly irrational.
     The 21st century rapidly unfurls, bearing an unbelievable transformation of the
world, which seems to manifest in an explosion of modifications, in what are now
considered the myriad facets of human life—affecting all races, all ages, all sexes,
all socio-economic classes and all cultures. Cutting-edge technology, astonishing
gadgets, incredible machines, astounding mobility, mind-blowing discoveries,
staggering spectacles, shocking new lifestyles, bizarre new relations, earth-shaking
creations, breath-taking innovations, stupefying realities, startling new ways of
production, and record-breaking feats, are springing up simultaneously and
changing our world to levels beyond recognition...and at a faster and faster. The
resultant way of life, meanwhile, aside from becoming increasingly sophisticated,
is also growing exaggeratedly diverse. It’s a life of overwhelming possibilities,
one that provides radical solutions to impossible problems. However, it is also a
life that is highly transitory and fleeting, one that mercilessly drives to obsolescence
many, perhaps most, of the things, ideas, and methodologies we’re accustomed
to...sometimes in a blink of an eye.
     Consequently, the most astute politicians, the most competent bureaucrats or
the most charismatic among our leaders will all eventually end up scratching their
heads, fumbling for answers and find only themselves perennially at a loss...if
they remain in the traditional mindsets and adhere to old-style politics. The sharpest
intellectuals and the richest oligarchs alike; together with the most popular
socialites, the rudest fascists, the most court-savvy jurists, and the most recalcitrant
criminals—will all find their own, once-clear perspectives of society increasingly
obscured by a brutal storm whirring with new diversities. And, actually, all of us,
one way or another, will succumb to the purging forces of this major societal
change that’s compelling practically everything in this world to cast out the old,
to make way for the new.
     The entire Filipino nation is included in this transformation. As a people, we
have changed...a lot. It should follow, therefore, that our government must change
too, in order to be effective. In this Age of Information, the ancient styles of
secrecy and deception by governments must be discarded already. Instead of
hoarding information, it would be more advantageous for governments today to
share information. For, obviously, lying to the grumbling and restive masses who
can simply Google up facts in an instant, wouldn’t be such a good idea.
     Instead of employing harsh crowd control methods of old, dispersing street
assemblies with water cannons and establishing truncheon-enforced barricades
between leaders and protesters, the government would fair much, much better
holding open forums or town hall-style meetings that will automatically serve as
platforms for resolution-oriented dialogues and negotiations that generate
cooperation where even the protesters can be enlisted into action towards positive
ends. It’s just dumb to employ the narcissistic tactics used in medieval times by
paranoid monarchs who cannot address the crowd’s concerns because of their
one-track minds...in a time when we have the technology and means to accomplish
a truly dynamic democracy.
     If indeed a new form of government is needed, and thus shall eventually emerge,
isn’t it only right that we, as a people, consult with one another as to how it shall
collectively serve us best. Perhaps the best way to start is by first dropping our old
assumptions of how government should be, and from there accept the notion that
none of us are experts, or are wiser than the other, in determining the shape and
structure of the government that would be perfectly congruent to these ultra-modern
times.

     Giving the public nothing but B.S., though neatly concealed in a plethora of
“run-around excuses”, should have been rendered a non-option for presidencies
after the Marcos dictatorship, and must not anymore be used by any Philippine
leader, especially in these high-tech time when the public is equipped to discern if
you are making a fool of them, or making a fool of yourself. Certainly Ninoy and
Cory Aquino did not fight for the truth and dedicate their lives to its cause, only
for their son to suppress and deny it with selective memory and whitewash. It’s
quite possible that they are now rolling in their graves, wondering why didn’t P-
Noy even say a thing in his SONA about the most important ingredient for his
“Daang Matuwid”, which he should have prioritized from Day 1, if he truly means
to effect progress:  The Freedom of Information Act.
     Did he simply forget it? Or did he deliberately leave it out....because he’s
trapo?
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Taal Vista Hotel will always have
a special place in my heart, because
it was the very first place wherein I
ever had a Staycation at as a
blogger. After one stay there, I
realized how much I wanted to delve
into travel as well, which opened up
a floodgate of invites for me as a
blogger.
     Although my very first stay there
was on my own dime, it was rather
gracious of Taal’s marketing team to
invite me back a couple of weeks
afterwards, simply because they felt
they weren’t able to “entertain” Rina
and I because there was an on-going
event during my stay. I pleaded with
them that it was totally unnecessary,
but they simply would not have it. 
     That trip became very
memorable for me because I got to
meet some amazing people,
namely Nikki Tiu of Ask Me
Whats, Grace Go of A View From
The Leftie, Jo Tan of  JoTan23, and
none other than Anton Diaz of Our
Awesome Planet. 
    I’ve been back numerous times
since then, with each trip seemingly
more fun than the next. Earlier this
year, Taal Vista Hotel added yet
another reason to visit Tagaytay,
when it opened it’s new Farm to
Table Concept restaurant, Taza: The
Fresh Table. 

    Taza’s mantra is simple. “Source
Local, and Cook Global”.
  Vegetables and produce is sourced
from local farmers from around the
country, from as far Baguio, to
nearby farms in Tagaytay. Fresh
Seafood is brought in daily from
partners in Ilo-ilo, Bukidnon Wagyu
is utilized for their steaks, while Pork

and Chicken are raised, sans
antibiotics. Even Cheeses and
Chocolates are from Filipino
purveyors from around the country.
      In a country that seems to go
crazy over imported brand and
ingredients (guilty), it’s refreshing to
find a restaurant that firmly believes
in the quality of local produce and
home grown sustainable ingredients,
which Taza’s Chef Jayme Natividad
utilizes to come up with a menu that
can stand toe to toe with the finest
restaurants in the country. 

          Taza is located by the iconic
view deck of Taal Vista Hotel, giving
you a breathtaking view of the
glorious Taal Volcano. I believe it
was a function room where Sunday
Mass was usually held, that they
now turned into an elegant dining
experience. 

STARTERS  

          First up was the Goat Cheese
Caesar Salad (P350). It was a salad
so I wasn’t really all that interested
to try it, until of course I saw the

home made pancetta, which looked
eerily like a strip of bacon, perched
on top of the leaves. Rina swore to
the freshness of the crisp Romaine
leaves even when doused in the
Caesar Salad dressing, and the
delicate richness of the Malagos
Farm Pepato Goat cheese. The
saltiness on the Pancetta added a
different dimension of flavor to the
salad, although admittedly, I ate half
of it hehe.. 

      Rina really wanted to try
the Mushroom Soup (P285) and
what Rina wants, Rina gets. Chef
Jayme is incredibly proud of this
dish, that uses a trio of Tagaytay
grown mushrooms, namely
Oyster,Shiitake and Button. The
medley of mushrooms work together
well in a creamy soup, offering a
luscious, yet delectable earthiness
that is packed with flavor.

      I was eager to try Taza’s Mezze
Flatbreads. Chef Jayme was
adamant we try the Boquerones
(P200). And even though I’m not
usually fond of anchovies, I decided
to trust the chef.. And I’m glad I did,
because it was really delicious. The
pronounced saltiness of fish cutlets
that melds well with infusion of
herbs, swimming in a shallow pool
of olive oil, serving as a wonderful
topping to the toasted flatbread.  I
also felt the need to try the Chorizo
with Garlic (P230), which was
phenomenal as well. The gentle
acidity that plays off the meatiness
of the chorizo makes for a wonderful
appetizer, especially when eaten
with the flat bread. 

PIZZAS

        My wife is also a fan of all things
cheese, so she threatened to leave
me if we didn’t order the Four
Cheese Pizza (P395). Made with
Laguna Kesong Puti, and Laguna
Mozzarella, as well as Pato Quezo
De Bola, and Homemade Ricotta,
then drizzled in Olive Oil, before
being baked to a beautiful
crispiness. Taza’s Four Cheese
Pizza would give any Italian Chef a
run for their money.  
       As delicious as the Four Cheese
Pizza was, it was the Salsa Verde
with Pancetta (P380) that ran away

with my heart, making the thought
of Rina ever leaving me more
bearable (I’m kidding hehe). This
was an incredible play of flavors, with
each ingredient complimenting the
other perfectly. The Salsa Verde
offered a gentle kick of heat, which
was tempered by the creamy goat
cheese. The Homemade Pancetta
then gave a delicious meaty, salty
punctuation to the mix, all on a
perfectly toasted crisp crust. 

   I would crawl to Tagaytay on my
hands and knees if needs be for
another slice of this bad boy. 

ENTREES

       Once Rina saw the Lobster
Fettuccine (P450) on the menu, it
was almost like ordering it was
preordained.A freshly caught
Batangas Lobster is cracked open,
with the luscious meat there for the
taking. The lobster is nestled on top
of a bed of fettuccine noodles,
bathed in a thick herb tomato sauce,
and then garnished with garden
fresh Tarragon

Is it weird she looks happier here
than she did in our wedding?

        Chef Jayme’s finishing move
was one that would make all of
Scorpion’s fatalities feel like a gentle
summer breeze. He had a
stunning Ribeye Steak (350g
P2,275) sent to our table, and we

Voice of the South
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were immediately floored. The
delicious Bukidon Wagyu was
absolutely gorgeous, streaked with
spectacular char marks running
across the meat. 

 Then it was my turn to look happier
than I ever had before.. gantihan
lang babe

   The steak is served with three
sauces, Chimichurri, Bernaisse and
Mushroom and pink salt, but
truthfully, the natural flavors of the
beef needs no sauce. 

         The meat may not be as tender
as the Saga Beef I had a few weeks
earlier (which to me is the
benchmark for steaks), but
considering it is local beef, I couldn’t
help but be impressed. Definitely a
dish that you must not miss when
you go to Taza! 
      Amidst the flurry of delectable
dishes arriving at our table at a rapid
pace, Chef Jayme visited us and
asked if there was anything else we
would like to try. A lesser man would
have conceded that he was full, and
be over and done with. But The
Pickiest Eater in The World cannot
have a meal in a restaurant that
has Homemade Bacon (P350) in its
menu, and not order it.

     I have readers that depend on
me. I do this all for you. 
     The bacon is of the thick cut kind,
and is cured for ten days, then
smoked for another six hours. Like
the steak, the bacon is streaked with
gorgeous char marks, and coated in
a lightly sweet glaze, that never
overwhelms, even when paired with
the side of Apple-Mango compote. 
    Among the best bacon dishes that
I’ve tried.. It was absolutely delicious!

DESSERT

     For dessert, I had no doubted I
wanted to try the Vanilla Custard
Cake (P225), and it was amazing.
The cake itself is light and moist, and
perfectly paired with the creamy

vanilla and the custard with just the
right amount of sweetness. If there
wa s a better way to finish an epic
meal, I don’t think it has been
thought of yet. 

       A special thank you to Chef
Jayme for taking care of us with his
phenomenal food and service.
Thank you to Rosell as well for her
gracious hospitality, efficient service
and attentiveness to our needs. A
special shout out to Celine and Mr.
Wafik for always making us feel like
Taal Vista is our second home!
      Everything we tried was simply
amazing, and the mere fact that we
know we’re helping local farmers
and suppliers in our own little way
makes our meal at Taza even more
meaningful. 

Taza is at Taal Vista Hotel
Aguinaldo Highway, Tagaytay City

www.thepickiesteater.ner
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DAVAO CITY– The body of Philippine
Eagle Pamana was found lifeless in the
forest of Mount Hamiguitan, two months
after the bird was released into the wild.
     Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF)
biologists and local forest guards found
Pamana's body near a creek in the
Hamiguitan mountain range in Davao
Oriental, still with the tracking device
attached.
     A small bullet hole on the bird
indicates the eagle was apparently
killed with an air gun, prompting
protests from the People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA).
     In a statement, PETA’s Rochelle
Regodon said, “Shooting animals in the
wild is a coward’s pastime. Hunters use
animals as mere targets and they lack
empathy, understanding and respect for
living creatures. PETA condemns this
act of cruelty.”
     A necropsy report proved that the
giant raptor was shot with a 5mm bullet,
commonly used for air rifles. The bird
was hit on the right chest. A tiny metal
fragment, believed to be from a
shattered gun pellet, was also isolated
from the carcass.
     Two years ago, the eagle also
suffered wounds when it was rescued
by the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources personnel from the
forests near Il igan City. Named,
Pamana, the bird was rehabilitated by
PEF and released to the wild.

     Pamana’s movements were
monitored by PEF personnel through a
miniature transmitter that's trackable by
GPS or global positioning system.
     “It is really sad how people
completely disregard the importance of
the Philippine Eagle to our environment.
We have worked so hard for people to
understand the whole system and still
there are those who kill these birds,”

PEF executive director Dennis Salvador
said.
     Salvador added that around lunch
of Aug. 10, their field team noted the
‘mortality mode’ sent by Pamana’s radio
signals.
     “This indicated that the unit has not
moved for at least six hours. One of two
things might have happened – either
the radio unit came off or the bird has

died,” Salvador explained. 
     The team tracked the location of the
radio transmitter to find out what really
happened to the bird. After some days
of searching, the team found the
decomposed carcass of Pamana by a
creek below the thick forest where she
was released.
     Ana Lascano, PEF veterinarian,
stated in her necropsy report that the
bird could have suffered from “gun shot
wound leading to possible trauma.”
     The PEF had hoped that the bird
would mature, breed and contribute to
its dwindling population. With only 400
adult pairs left of the species, the
Philippine Eagle is virtually extinct. The
species is currently classified as
“critically endangered” by the
International Union for the
Conservation of Nature.
     Regodon found it unfortunate that
Pamana’s freedom and life was
abruptly cut by some senseless sport,
adding that PETA has asked concerned
authorities to find the culprits and file
charges appropriate charges.
     “Panama’s shooter should be found
and charged to the full extent of
Philippine law,” Regodon said,  adding
that all animals, regardless of kind,
desire to live freely, multiply and
socialize with other animals.
     Incidentally, killing a Philippine Eagle
carries a penalty of 12 years.





Voice of the South

Walter Mart Opens It’s 20th Mall
Sprawl88888

How to Tell if an iPhone is Fake

Walter Mart Community Malls opened its 20th mall
last July 31 in the city of Sta. Rosa, Laguna along Sta.
Rosa-Tagaytay Road. This is the second Walter Mart
community mall in the said city.
     “Sta. Rosa residents’ warmth and loyalty to Walter
Mart from the day we opened two decades ago is our
inspiration to have our 20th mall here. This is our way
of answering their needs for Everyday Convenience
for the growing Sta. Rosa families,” stated Mr. Jericho
Buning, General Manager of Walter Mart Community
Malls.
     Walter Mart Sta. Rosa Belair is a two-level
community mall with complete anchor tenants like
Walter Mart Supermarket, Abenson, Homeplus, Ace
Hardware, Jollibee, BDO, Watsons, Classic Savory,
Simply Shoes, Japan Homes, Mercury Drug, and
Expressions.
     With Walter Mart Community Malls, residents and
office workers within the area need not travel far for
their everyday needs and everyday shopping. The
malls are highly accessible and with complete facilities
such as parking spaces and a transport terminal that
connects shoppers to and from the malls.

Walter Mart Community Malls
     Walter Mart Community Malls is the country’s first
and leading community mall network which now
operates 20 malls in NCR, South and North Luzon. It
opened its first in 1991 which soon expanded in other
key regions of Luzon. Walter Mart Community Malls
provides a complete mix of branded value stores in a
place that is safe, fun, comfortable, and convenient.
     True to its unwavering vision: “To Be the Leading
and Preferred Community Mall by Uplifting the Lives
of the Communities We Serve”, Walter Mart
Community Malls continuously improves its line-up
of stores and facilities.

     This year, Walter Mart Community Malls will open
its 21st community mall in Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija.
It is committed to serve the Filipino people by
continuously expanding the concept of community
malls in emerging areas all around Luzon.

Twenty (20) Walter Mart Community Malls To
Date:

North Luzon
WALTER MART- Gapan City, Nueva Ecija
WALTER MART- San Fernando, Pampanga
WALTER MART- Plaridel, Bulacan
WALTER MART- Guiguinto, Bulacan
WALTER MART-Sta. Maria, Bulacan

Metro Manila
WALTER MART- North EDSA, Quezon City

WALTER MART- E. Rodriguez Sr., Quezon City
WALTER MART- Pasong Tamo Ave., Makati City
WALTER MART- Dr. A. Santos Ave., Paranaque City

South Luzon
WALTER MART- Gen. Trias, Cavite
WALTER MART- Dasmarinas, Cavite
WALTER MART- Carmona, Cavite
WALTER MART- Trece Martires, Cavite
WALTER MART- Sta. Rosa, Laguna
WALTER MART- Cabuyao, Laguna
WALTER MART- Real, Calamba City, Laguna
WALTER MART- Makiling, Calamba City, Laguna
WALTER MART- Tanauan City, Batangas
WALTER MART- Bicutan, Parañaque City
WALTER MART- Sucat, Parañaque City
WALTER MART- Sta. Rosa Belair

Have you ever had a stranger come up to you out
of the blue and offer you a great deal on an iPhone 6?
If not yet, then you’re lucky you got to read this first.
This will warn you about the growing pandemic of
fake iPhones being peddled almost everywhere.
     Unfortunately, fake iPhones aren’t always so
obvious. In fact, they sometimes appear in seemingly
legit online ads or real-world stores where a
considerable number of trusting buyers are being
ripped off daily.
     Just how many fake iPhones are being sold in the
country today is actually hard to determine. And
Apple’s reluctance to discuss the issue doesn’t help
the situation. Anti-counterfeit vigilantes think the
problem is big…and growing.
     So what do you do if and whenever you encounter
a vendor of these phony phones?
     A sharp eye and keen discernment will certainly
augment our guards so we don’t end up being duped.
For it really can be tricky, as there are actually varying
kinds of fake iPhones.
     The most difficult to spot are the ones that contain
real Apple parts and run iOS but were actually
assembled from smuggled parts or from scrapped

phones that had been sent out — usually to China —
for recycling. Some reports point to several
unscrupulous Chinese companies that actually have
taken the path of copying iPhones even so crudely,
taking motherboards from scrapped phones and
putting them into cases from other scrapped phones
or into new cases made to look like real iPhones. And
they manufacture these fakes so well that they look
remarkably like the real McCoy. But there are telltale
signs, believe it or not.
     For instance, if the person selling you the phone
looks frantic to the point that getting rid of the phone
seems to be his or her utmost priority, for as long as it
makes a buck, then “dubious” should come to mind
and raise your alertness already. On the other hand,
cool, smooth-talking vendors who sell fake iPhones
from a glass display or a merchandise shelf on a mall,
will take some significant effort on your part to
discern, as these are true-blue hustlers.

The Chop-chopped iPhone
     If you have the chance to try out the phone, try to
notice if the software response is slower than usual.
This is normally happens when the motherboard is
from an older model.
     But there’s a surefire way to tell a fake. If you look
at the back of an iPhone 6, you’ll see the phone’s
electronic serial number — known as the IMEI
(international mobile equipment station identity) —
engraved in tiny print just under the iPhone logo. This
is a unique serial number that identifies a particular
phone. The IMEI can also be seen if you go to Settings
> General > About. If those numbers don’t match up,
you’ve got a phony.
     Remember that this same number should also
appear on the bottom of the box the phone came in. If
the one on the box doesn’t match the one on the phone,
it could be a mix-up by the store, but it could also
mean it’s a fake. So better insist on getting a phone
that matches its box.

Disquised Android
     Counterfeiters also manage to build fakes by trying
to disguise an Android phone as an Apple phone. These
are usually easier to spot, but these fakes can really be
convincing at times, as the cases can look very much
like the real thing, and so can the display screens. But
here’s how to be certain:
     First, try to summon Siri by pressing on the Home
button; if she doesn’t answer, it’s either a defective
iPhone or a fake. Then, check out the icons on the
home screen: For example, if you see a Google Play
app, it’s not an iPhone. Or try tapping the App Store
icon. If it won’t go to Apple’s App Store, it’s not an
iPhone.
     If still in doubt, check the serial number listing in
Settings (just above the IMEI described above) and
touch it until the word Copy appears, then press that.
Next, in your phone’s browser, go to Apple’s online
warranty checker. Touch the entry field there
until Paste appears, and paste in the serial number.
You’ll see what model of iPhone it is, along with its
warranty status. If it’s a fake iPhone, you’ll see an
error message. If it’s an iPhone that’s been assembled
from salvaged parts, you should see that the serial
number doesn’t match the phone in your hand.
     Fake iPhones may also be a little thicker or not
quite as heavy as the real thing. The screen resolution
may be lower, and some build details may be wrong
or inconsistent. They may have a SIM card tray that’s
the wrong size (new iPhones use a nano-SIM), or the
wrong kind of screws on the bottom holding the phone
together (real iPhones use five-pointed screw heads).
     Just remember: Not because you’re in a seemingly
legit cell-phone store doesn’t mean the iPhone is
genuine. To be really sure, stick with an Apple Store,
a store belonging to a carrier, or an authorized retailer.
     And, as always, follow the rule of thumb in scam
avoidance: If a deal seems too good to be true, it
probably is.



CLASSIFIED ADS 99999Voice of the South

Antipolo Properties:
3 Lots for sale all in

Vista Grande Heights Subdivision.
462 sqm, 392 sqm, and 401 sqm

Baguio Property:
Luakan, near PMA, 909 sqm

Tagaytay Property:
Barrio Mahabang Kahoy, 1836 sqm

Parañaque Property:
Barrio of San Dionisio,

United Parañaque 4, 335 sqm

All properties have clean titles.
For inquiries contact Beth Valera at

0918-511-6373 or at 0917-847-6690

HOME MASSAGE TAGAYTAY VACATION HOME REAL ESTATE 24/7

Serra Monte, Filinvest East
House and Lot for Sale

89 sq.m lot, 2 sty, 3 bdrm, 1 car
garage. 2 TB, back patio,
kitchen, dining, living rm...
4.5M negCall Cherry  +63 917 812 8058

Eight Forbes Town Road, 96.6sqm.,
fully furnished, 2bedrooms,

view of golf course

Number 2 Eastwood Excelsior
36.5sqm., Eastwood City, 1bedroom

 For inquiries, call:
Melo  #(0927)962-9793

CONDOMINIUMS
For Sale

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

(0927)962-9793

COUNTER TOP CAKE CHILLER
Used, Good Condition, 20K

0917-8852202
Bench Press 3K, Stationary Bike
1K, Computer Desk 500Php
Call:
(02)-453-8733 (0920)-918-0211

FOR SALE
Organic Honey

Virgin Coconut Oil
CALL OR TEXT (0927)962-9793

HEALTH PRODUCTS

HAIR GROWTH SHAMPOO
call or text (0919) 582 6835

PROMOS

House and Lot FOR SALE
Saint Agata Resort,
Guiguinto, Bulacan,

120sqm,  2 bathrooms, 3bedrooms
(0927)962-9793

GOOD SECONDS

Have fun with your friends, family, and of
course, your pets at the Night Sky
Cinema: Furry Tales this coming October
24 at The Fields, NUVALI. Gates open
at 2pm and entrance is FREE! Visit http:/
/nuvali.ph/ for more details.

NOTICES

EVENTS




